
SE 8TH STREET  
PROJECT UPDATE: Conceptual Plan 

NEIGHBORHOOD TRAFFIC PROJECT UPDATE  

October 2013 

Traffic Committee members, 

Thank you for your patience and your continued participation in this project.  This project has been  
particularly challenging to design and locate physical measures while taking existing roadway conditions 
into account.  

We have conducted multiple field visits with traffic management staff to determine the feasibility of 
physical measures to address cut-through traffic.  Both SE 6th St and SE 8th St contain numerous           
constraints that limit the engineering feasibility and design of certain traffic calming elements.  Some              
constraints noted in the field and as a result of traffic studies reveal the following: 

 Low roadway volumes (that do not meet warrants for stop sign installation) 

 Narrow roadway 

 Presence of multiple driveways 

 Presence of Fire Station #1 at Bellevue Way and SE 8th St 

 Steep roadway grade (often exceeds 8% which is the maximum grade that can support 
vertical traffic calming measures, such as speed humps) 

 Presence of existing sewer and water line features in the street that limit what type of 
measures can be built (e.g. SE 6th St and 102nd Ave SE). 

Staff have met with Traffic Operations and Fire Department staff to discuss this proposed conceptual 
plan.  The next step will be to receive feedback from you and to ask for volunteers to talk with the     
residents adjacent to the proposed physical measures before they receive an Adjacent Property Survey. 
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CONCEPTUAL PLAN 

A.  “Residen al Area” Sign and      
“25 MPH” Pavement Markings 

B.  Median with Lane Striping 

C.  Double Chicane/One‐Lane Zone 

D.  Split Speed Hump 



SE 8th Street - Physical Measures 
This plan consists of three measures to be installed on SE 8th St: a median with lane striping at 100th 
Ave SE/SE 8th St, a chicane/one-lane zone between 101st Pl SE and 102nd Ave SE, and a split speed 
hump west of Bellevue Way.  The existing “Residential Area” sign will be replaced with a new residential 
area sign (see enclosed plans for details). 

Median and Lane Striping 
As mentioned in a previous e-mail, stop signs were not warranted for the intersection of 100th 
Ave SE and SE 8th St.  The median concept will help address the southbound travelling vehicles 
that are turning onto SE 8th St too early.  This median is relatively small because it has to be     
designed so that emergency response vehicles and school busses are able to make the turn. 

Chicane 
The proposed chicane between 101st Pl SE and 102nd Ave SE is designed in a way to allow   
vehicles to look and wait for on-coming traffic, especially where 102nd accesses SE 7th St. A 5-ft 
wide pathway on the south side of the roadway will be maintained for pedestrians and bicycles. 

Split Speed Hump 
The split speed hump east of 103rd Ave SE is placed so emergency response vehicles from Fire 
Station #1 can meander through without slowing down to go over the speed humps.  Any other 
motorist who drives around the speed bumps will be driving into on-coming traffic and will be             
violating the law. 

Staff will be working with Fire Station #1 and the Bellevue School District to conduct practice runs of 
driving fire engines and school busses through the proposed measures by using traffic cones to ensure 
the ability to maneuver the roadway appropriately and safety.  

 

SE 6th Street - Signs and “25 MPH” Pavement Markings 
At this time, we are proposing to install “Residential Area” signs and “25 MPH” pavement legends on 
each end of the street to remind drivers to drive the speed limit.  SE 6th Street is a narrow roadway 
which has a pavement width of 20 feet west of 102nd Ave SE with vehicles parked on the north side; 
approximately 16 feet side east of 102nd Ave SE where no parking is allowed. Compared to the 24-ft 
width of pavement on SE 8th St, any physical measure would require a significant amount of pavement 
widening and cost.  We are suggesting that we revisit the conditions on SE 6th St after the traffic plan is 
constructed and the traffic on SE 8th St adjusts before determining what additional measures may be 
needed.  If cut-through traffic is still an issue, a partial closure could be the next step to effectively         
address this concern. 
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Next Steps  
 
Fill out Conceptual Plan Questionnaire 
As traffic committee members, we are asking for your support and comments on the proposed plan. 
Please sign in on the project sharepoint site: http://sharepoint.bellevuewa.gov/SE8thNTP/  to fill out 
the questionnaire. All documents you have received are on this site.  This site is read-only for the general 
public so you are welcome to share the link with neighbors.  Only traffic committee members have the 
ability to sign-in and comment. 

Adjacent Property Surveys 
If we do not receive significant concerns with this plan from traffic committee members, the next step 
will be to send out Adjacent Property Surveys to the households adjacent to the median, the double         
chicane, and the split speed hump.  In order for any of these physical measures to be installed, it is      
imperative that we notify the adjacent properties and receive support or no opposition.  This is where 
members of the traffic committee can be helpful in explaining the project and situation to these         
residents from a neighbor’s perspective. 

What do you think? 
In addition to giving your comments about the proposed plan, we want to know if you feel a need for an 
in-person traffic committee meeting.  At the beginning of this project, it was mentioned that we would 
try to garner feedback and comments through electronic communication instead of additional in-person 
meetings.  However, sometimes it does help to see these concepts on a map printed on a large piece of 
paper and to discuss thoughts in a group setting.  Let us know if you’d like to discuss the proposed plan 
in a meeting held at City Hall, similar to the kick-off meeting. 

 

Please give me a call at (425) 452-6103 or an e-mail at vgarcia@bellevuewa.gov if you have any              
questions or issues, especially with the project sharepoint site! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Vangie Ann P. Garcia, PE, PMP 

 

http://sharepoint.bellevuewa.gov/SE8thNTP/default.aspx�
mailto:vgarcia@bellevuewa.gov?subject=SE%208th%20St%20Conceptual%20Plans�
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A “25 MPH” Pavement markings (left) and “Residential Area” 
signs (right) will be installed at both ends of SE 6th St. As 
motorists turn off 101st Ave SE and Bellevue Way onto SE 6th 
St, they will see the “Residential Area” signs and pavement 
marking signifying they are entering a residential area.
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B Median at intersection of SE 
8th St and 100th Ave SE allows for 
correct turning movements

C Chicanes between 101st Pl SE and 102nd Ave SE create 
one-lane zones that allow one vehicle at a time to pass.

D Split speed humps between 103rd Ave SE 
and Bellevue Way allow emergency vehicles to 
navigate around without much delay
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